16                       SHORT STORIES

Goddess of destruction to this house. Lakumavve
took in the situation quickly and tried to decide
what should be done next and how the enemy
should be persuaded to get out. She consulted
the ministers and asked if the enemy might be
offered some cash. They said: " The treasury
itself is in their hands. What use is our offer of
cash ?" By this time it was morning. The whole
town was in a state of agitation and in the palace
Ramarasa died.

The commander of the Mahrattas stationed
himself in the offices of the fort. Having stationed
his men over the walls, he made a proclamation
in the town that he had taken the fort but there
was no need for the people to be afraid. They
could keep their property. The victors would
appoint another man as Paleygar. For four days
no person should leave the town and go elsewhere.
As soon as he saw Ramarasa wounded, the com-
mander knew that the Nayak would die and
arranged that news should come to him as soon
as death occurred. When the news was brought,
he went to the palace with Kasturi and gave
assurance to the chieftain's household that he would
arrange for all the ceremonies to be conducted
with due honour. Lakumavve said: '* Now that you
have taken the town, you are our masters, and it